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Civil Disobedience Actions of Mothers: A Review on Diyarbakir Mothers 

 

 -  

:  

Bu makale, si  

aktivizmlerine  
hareketini , 3 

, 
annelerin orta Bu 
hareket, bireysel bir  

 
  

kamusal alana  

n 

 hareket 

olan iki annelik aktivizmi ile mukayeseli olarak 

hareketinin

 
 
Anahtar Kelimeler:  Anneleri, 

 

 

Abstract:  

This article deals with Diyarbakir Mothers 
movement, which sets a precedent for the activism of 
women based on the identity of motherhood, based on 
civil disobedience. Diyarbakir Mothers were born on 
September 3, 2019, when a mother's group started a 

Provincial President building. The first ring of 
protests was the sit-in on August 22, 2019. This 
protest is a product of the will of families, especially 
Kurdish mothers whose children were kidnapped by 
the terrorist organization PKK. The movement refers 
to the necessity of evaluating the politicization 
process of women, which overflows from the private 
sphere and flows into the public sphere. 
Developments in the Southeast provinces in 1990 and 
later affected women and triggered the processes of 
politicization. Within these politicization 
movements; Peace Mothers, Saturday Mothers, 
Diyarbakir Mothers can be listed. In this respect, the 
study draws on three different examples developed in 
Turkey and evaluates why the example of Diyarbakir 
Mothers should be considered as civil disobedience in 
comparison with its two predecessors, motherhood 
activism. In this respect, the study is based on 
secondary data analysis by examining the literature in 
detail. 
Mothers movement has gained an important position 
within motherhood activism with the support it 
receives from the government. 

Keywords: Diyarbakir Mothers, Civil 

Disobedience, Sit-in. 
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ye dan 
 

 
  gelmektedir 

(Candan ve Bilgin, 2011: 59).  itaatsizlik  
, 

 (Arendt, 2021: 103). 

Sivil itaatsizlik eylemleri, Demirel ve 
, 2017: 141). 

eylemine 
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annelik aktivizmleri  e odaklanmak ve bu hareketin 
 

 , bu itibarla 
siyasi 

bireysel . 
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eylemleri   
 

   
 

 

 

2.  

Sivil itaatsizlik, 
 protesto 

etmekte; 
 lar. 

 ve kamu 
vicdan

2021: sebebi 
neticelenmesi 

  66-67). 

eorisyenler Henri David Thoreau, Mahatma Gandhi ve Martin 
Luther King olarak kabul edilmektedir.  
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bulundurarak ederek
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Devletin kurum ve kurul ecektir 
(Thoreau, 2013: 8-10). 

King ve 
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Gandhi, f
Satyagraha  

 
ise, 
tuz buharla arak tuz   
45-47). 

King ise, 
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King, Siyah  

inanarak 
219). 

  
John Rawls (2021: 60), 
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Hannah Arendt (2021: 103) ise, :  

 

 (2021: 135) ise, 
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Hayrett   (2011: 151) sivil itaatsizlik, 
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 (2021: 10) sivil 
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Eylemci, itaatsiz eylemini 
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Eylemci, 
zincirinin  68-69). 
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ir. Sivil itaatsiz, hukuk sisteminin temel 

koyma . 

 

Sivil itaatsizlik, k
eylemcilerin kendilerini 

ni ifade etmektedir. Alenilik 

abilmektedi
ve fakat sonr  

11). 

Hesaplanabilirlik, itaatsizlik  Hesaplanabilirlik, eylemin kendi 
 ni 

  oturma eylemi 
 . Bu unsur, eylemin ikna ed

 

 
-87). Bu unsur,  ve 

, 
-183). Sivil itaatsizlik eylemleri, 

ilmektedir. Bu sebeple, eylem sonu  hukuki sorumluluktan  sivil 
n temel prensipl kta; 

 

 

prensibini zedeleyerek ayaklanmalara neden olabilmektedir. Sivil itaatsizlik bu yan
  13).  

asl  luktur. 
 

2021:12). Sivil itaatsiz,   kimsenin psikolojik a zarar 
 (  pratikl

bu eylemlerin liklerindendir (Arendt, 2021:105).  

, yol kapama gibi repertuarlar tercih edilmektedir (Habermas, 2021: 132). 

 
 olarak tercih 

n Bu eylemlerin 

e 
eylemleri , 2011:

159).  
 

 yine de . 
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Bu eylemlerin m
23).  

 

  

 kabul edilen ve  

 

de, annelerin sivil itaatsiz 

 

nu dile getiren ve 
 (Akt. Kazak, 2009: 20), bu ideolojinin 

 

ellerinde tutan 
  

anneleri de makbul anneler 

arak mevcut iktidar 

 

3.1. Cumartesi Anneleri  

lar 
 cenah  

. 

. , 
 ile askeri 

 (  
, 2014: 57). Hasan 

 nda 
  

 
  

 
2018: 167-168).   

 na da 
sonu gelmeyen bir sorumluluk : 2). s 

 yam kaybettiklerinin  
1995: 54). ylemlerle esas hedefledikleri, 
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cenaze sahibi
49-50). 

 eylemcilerin 
 bir insan 

 eylemidir

ler Sezer 
2020: 44-  da 

 budur.  

Cumartesi Anneleri
 

 

Bu simgeler eylemin 
  , 2014: 57-59).  

 olar
 

, 

(Demir, 2020: 113).  
  Anneleri bu kamusal alanda her cumartesi 

oturma eylemi yaparak mektedirler (Akaslan, 2006: 22). 

mertebedir (Kalafat, 2021: 898). Annenin 
 

  
eler 

 
eylemler haber dilinde Cumartesi Anneleri  adla ( 46). 
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Cumartesi Anneleri 
 (  , 2014: 57-58). Cumartesi Anneleri

(Alpkaya, 1995: 
 

taerkil an

 

 (Aspar, 2021: 73). 
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(Demir, 2020: 123-124).  
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res  sessiz kalma tercihinden ileri 

52). Cumartesi Anneleri nin 
eylemlerinin sivil itaatsizlik olarak kabul edilmesinin temel nedenlerinden biri de 
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  237-238). 
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etmektedir (Cumhuriyet, 25.08.2018). 
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Mill, 2016:137; Sumbas, 
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2020: 94-
kendilerine bir  (Estes, 2021: 

 
(Sumbas, 2015: 114). nedenidir. 
Toplumsal hareketler an gelmektedir (Orhan, 
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 (Kazak, 2009: 27-
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itaatsizlik olarak kabul edilmektedir.
giderek etkisini yi  

3.3. D  
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k arama 
  9-10). 

ken eyleme olan  
etmektedir: eldi, 

 (Kutlu, 2022: 103).  

Protesto 3    HDP 
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 (Kutlu, 
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(Demir Oktay, 2022: 1
sorgulanan nokta HDP y  

  

gitsinler? Biz evla  (Alptekin vd., 2022: 67-68). 

nler, ni beklemektedir. Yine oturma 
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Recep Tayyip 

Allah onun y  
  278-279).  
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 Ailelerin, 

getirmektedir:  

ki madem siyasi partisin, 13-
 ey, tehdit 

 (Demir Oktay, 2022: 72). 
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bize para teklifinde bulunuyorlar? Niye bize diyorlar size i  (Alptekin, 
vd., 2022: 61). 

Diy mil   da bir 
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(Kutlu, 2022: 105).  Annelik 

ve yeterli
-

 ( , 2020: 274).   

harekete  
d

Annesi   : 
 

 (Demir Oktay, 2022: 86). 

zaman zaman 
bir 
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 rehin tutulm  (Alptekin, vd., 2022: 67).  

yerine getir  

O askere gitti. En zoru 
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Diyarb
04.06.2014). 
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hareketinin PKK ile org
 

 
 

bu eylemi sivil itaatsiz bir eylem olarak karakterize etmektedir. 

 

4.  
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222). 
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EXTENDED SUMMARY 

The study deals with the actions of Diyarbakir Mothers, based on the concept of civil disobedience and 
the related theoretical framework. The protest actions of the Mothers of Diyarbakir are not a subject that 
has been studied very much, as it is a fairly new subject in the literature. Few academic studies have 
been conducted on the ongoing actions since 2019. In this respect, the study claims to fill a gap in the 
literature and is at an interesting point due to the currentity of the issue. 

The study is structured in two main parts in accordance with its purpose. In the study, a theoretical 
framework is drawn and the case study is interpreted based on this framework. In this respect, the 
definitions and approaches put forward by theorists on civil disobedience are discussed in the first 
chapter. In addition, the elements of civil disobedience acts that will allow to interpret the Diyarbakir 
Mothers discussed in the study are explained in detail. Civil disobedience acts are known in the West as 
anti-violent acts that have been reinterpreted in the new social movements paradigm after the 1970s. 
This transformation within the social movements paradigm has had an impact on Turkey's political life 
since the 1990s. In the 1990s, many actions that can be considered within the scope of civil disobedience 
were organized in Turkey, and the groups that were not considered as political subjects in these actions 
entered the process of politicization. One of the most notable of these subjects stands out as mothers. 

The second part of the study is structured under three main headings, and the examples of Saturday 
Mothers and Peace Mothers are evaluated in relation to Diyarbakir Mothers. Anti-violent actions 
involving mothers came to the fore, especially in the context of rights violations in the Southeastern 
provinces of Turkey in the 1990s. Cases of disappearances, which came to the public's agenda with the 
September 12 Coup, gained momentum in the 1990s. In this respect, Saturday Mothers, who aim to 
learn the fate of their losses, are in a pioneering position in terms of civil disobedience mother activism. 
This protest, which was the first in issues such as bringing nonviolent forms of action to the public 
agenda, and making sit-ins accepted as a form of action, a method that has never been used in political 
actions in Turkey, has also entered the literature as the longest-lasting civil disobedience action in the 
country. In this respect, the Saturday Mothers actions and the subsequent Peace Mothers experience are 
related to the Diyarbakir Mothers action at the point of being common in a protest method. In these three 
motherhood activisms, the use of sit-ins and the preference of non-violent silent forms of action are 
prominent. Another important factor is the identification of the actions with mothers, despite the 
presence of different groups in all three actions. In this respect, the philosophy of civil disobedience 
intersects with motherhood, and it becomes essential to evaluate three examples together. In addition, it 
is important that the mothers who stand out in all three examples are Kurdish mothers and that the unrest 
in the region is brought to the fore in the protests. 

Despite all their common features, the example of Diyarbakir Mothers has unique points. The other two 
mother activisms have anti-government features. For example, Saturday Mothers criticize the 
governments responsible for the disappearance period. Peace Mothers, on the other hand, consider both 
sides responsible in case of conflict between the PKK terrorist organization and the army, and sometimes 
direct their criticism to the state. Since the oppositional character of these two movements predominates, 
the activists are often declared as so-called mothers, and they are the target of a distinction over 
acceptable and so-called motherhood. Diyarbakir Mothers, on the other hand, see HDP as responsible 
for their children's participation in the PKK terrorist organization, and in this respect, the movement 
derives its power from the state. Diyarbakir Mothers, who made their voices heard more strongly in 
public with the intense support of the government, can be described as the only action supported by the 
state among Turkey's civil disobedience actions. In this respect, it takes a very unique position among 
disobedient acts. These actions, which contain the basic elements of civil disobedience due to reasons 
such as being non-violent, being organized in the form of a sit-in, taking place in public, and the activists 
taking full responsibility for the actions, are expected to occupy the public agenda for a long time as 
they continue. 

 


